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FKMCD TO TEST WOLBACHIA MOSQUITOES IN MID-APRIL 

 
March 3, 2017, Monroe County – The Florida Keys Mosquito Control District (FKMCD), in conjunction with 
MosquitoMate (www.mosquitomate.com), will be evaluating a new control method in the reduction and/or 
elimination of the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 
 
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, which are very difficult to control, can carry many diseases such as Zika, dengue and 
chikungunya.  FKMCD is constantly looking for new ways to eliminate this mosquito and prevent these diseases 
from entering our island communities. 
 
The field trial of this new method will begin in mid-April and will involve the release of male Aedes aegypti 
mosquitoes infected with a naturally-occurring bacterium called Wolbachia.  When a Wolbachia-infected male 
mates with a wild female Aedes aegypti, the resulting eggs do not hatch.  During the 12 week evaluation, male 
mosquitoes, which do not bite, will be released in the trial area on Stock Island at a rate of approximately 40,000 
mosquitoes per week. 
 
“We are looking forward to working with MosquitoMate,” said Executive Director Andrea Leal, “as we continue 
to investigate new tools in the fight against this important disease vector.” 
 
MosquitoMate has conducted a similar trial to this one in Clovis, California.  More information about the trial can 
be found at www.keysmosquito.org. 
 
FKMCD will be holding a community information event on Monday, March 13th from 4-7pm at their Administrative 
offices in Key West (5224 College Road).  Staff members will be on-hand to answer any questions you might have 
regarding this trial. 
 
Photo Caption: 
The shaded area represents the area on Stock Island where the Wolbachia-infected male mosquitoes, which do 
not bite, will be released. 
 
About the Florida Keys Mosquito Control District 
 
The mission of the Florida Keys Mosquito Control District is to control the mosquito population using the most 
effective methods, techniques, equipment and insecticides; thus enhancing the quality of life for all residents 
and reducing the possibility of mosquito transmitted diseases. 
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Follow FKMCD on Twitter at @FlKeysMosquito and on Facebook.  For more information about the Florida Keys 
Mosquito Control District, please visit www.keysmosquito.org. 
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